Over the last decade the type and quality of health care provision has changed considerably both in hospital and in the community. New technological advances and expectations have created new therapeutic challenges in various ®elds of medicine, including nutritional support, which spans virtually all medical specialities. This book aims to provide a comprehensive summary and an update of the developments in arti®cial nutritional support. It begins with a discussion of the role of nutrition support teams, and is followed by another 47 chapters which systematically address the following issues: nutrients for arti®cial nutrition; principles of nutritional support; nutritional support through the life cycle; nutritional support through the life cycle; nutritional support in speci®c nutritional disorders, and physiologic stress; and management of professional issues, including home care, ethical and economic issues.
The book is certainly one of the largest text on arti®cial nutrition, written by 62 authors and 64 reviewers, who cited about 4,000 references. It covers arti®cial nutritional support practice in virtually every ®eld of medicine (ranging from renal hepatic cardiac failure to neurological disorders, and wound healing, from the neonatal period to old age, and from hospital to the community, where tube feeding is practised more frequently than in hospital, in most developed countries).
All the authors and reviewers are based in North America, and their views may not always re¯ect the practice in Europe, for example, ®nancial issues, legal issues relating to withholding or withdrawing nutritional support. In some instances these extend to nutrient recommendations, such as those for intravenous fat emulsions, which tend to account for a greater proportion of energy in Europe than in North America. However, the views expressed are balanced and generally authoritative, providing good practical guidelines and details of key management issues.
The book is predominantly written by individuals with a dietetic background, and therefore the book should be particularly attractive to dietitians. However, this comprehensive work is also of value to many health professionals with an interest in arti®cial nutrition. It is very focused on arti®cial nutrition (enteral tube feeding and parenteral nutrition) and provides little guidance about dietary or catering practices in hospitals, and essentially no information about the use of nutrition supplements in hospital or community.
Nevertheless, I am pleased to have this reference book on my shelf, and I believe that dietetic departments and others interested in arti®cial nutritional support would have similar views.
